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AGRICULTURE — FARM SAFETY SUMMIT 
Statement by Minister for Industrial Relations 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Industrial Relations) [9.10 am]: Yesterday, I was pleased 
to host a farm safety summit with relevant groups to discuss how we can improve workplace health and safety 
culture in the agricultural sector. The Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, WorkCover 
CEO Chris White, WorkSafe WA Commissioner Darren Kavanagh, and Chamber of Minerals and Energy WA CEO 
Paul Everingham all spoke at the event. Mr Everingham provided a perspective on how the mining and resources 
sector, historically a very dangerous industry, has improved its safety culture in the past decade. My ministerial 
responsibilities include occupational health and safety and I have become very concerned about the agricultural 
industry, which is at least five times more dangerous than any other industry in Western Australia. In the 10 years 
up to the 2018–19 financial year, there were 28 work-related deaths in the agricultural sector. This number is 
unacceptable, but what shocks me the most is that agriculture has far more fatalities than does any other industry, 
including construction and mining, which have far bigger workforces. As a consequence, the average workers’ 
compensation premium rate for the agricultural sector is three times the all-industry rate and double the next 
highest industry, which is transport. 

At the summit, we had constructive discussions with local representatives from WA Farmers, Safe Farms WA, the 
Country Women’s Association of Western Australia, the WA Shearing Industry Association, the Farm Machinery 
and Industry Association of WA, the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of WA and the stone fruit industry. 
I asked them what targets they wanted to set to improve safety and reduce harm in their industry. We all agreed that 
to improve workplace safety requires cultural change. I understand that this will be difficult to do, but it is achievable. 
It is proven that improving safety culture at a workplace improves productivity. Our ambition for agriculture is 
zero harm and zero deaths for workers. 

I am very pleased with how the event went and want to thank all the industry groups for coming. Our next step is 
to continue discussions with these groups and to meet up again in the next year to see what kind of enforcements 
the state government can develop. 
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